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CER and UNIFE call for a Transport Pillar within the 2030 Framework 
for Climate and Energy Policies 
 
The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER) and the Association of 

the European Rail Industry (UNIFE) encourage the Member States to consider a transport 

dimension for the post 2020 climate and energy policies ahead of the European Council that will 

take place on 26-27 June.  

 

The European Union cannot achieve its energy and climate goals without taking measures to 

decarbonise transport and to make it less reliant on imported fossil fuels. In a joint Position Paper, 

CER and UNIFE advocate: 

 

 A formal confirmation in legislation of the 60% reduction of transport emissions by 2050 

outlined in the Transport White Paper 2011 

 Reforms to the EU Emission Trading System so as to ensure fair treatment between all 

transport modes 

 New support measures to incentivise a shift to less polluting modes of transport and less 

polluting vehicles within modes 

 

Railway transport can make an important contribution for the post 2020 climate and energy goals. 

Both associations stress that policy makers should therefore ensure that measures within the 

Framework are conducive to growth in these sectors while avoiding the creation of new costs or 

barriers to such growth. 

 

CER Executive Director Libor Lochman said: “Railway transport provides higher energy efficiency, 

lower reliance on imported fossil fuels, lower specific emissions of greenhouse gases, and good 

prospects for an increasing use of renewable energy. The 2030 Framework is the right instrument for 

policy-makers to create new incentives for growth of sustainable transport.” 

 

UNIFE Director General Philippe Citroën added: “The rail industry can significantly contribute to 

tackle climate and energy challenges in Europe. The 2030 Framework provides a unique opportunity 

to achieve a level playing field between different transport modes while providing the conditions to 

efficiently support the development of rail in Europe.” 

 

The CER/UNIFE position paper ‘A 2030 Framework for Climate and Energy Policies’ can be downloaded 

here. 

 

 

 

http://www.cer.be/publications/latest-publications/latest-publications/a-2030-framework-for-climate-and-energy-policies/


 
 

 

 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

CER 

Eva Böckle 

Senior Press and Communications Manager 

phone +32 2 213 08 90 

mobile +32 473 32 20 94 

e-mail Eva.boeckle@cer.be  

The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER) 

brings together more than 70 members - European railway undertakings, 

their national associations as well as infrastructure companies. The 

membership is made up of long-established bodies, new entrants and both 

private and public enterprises. CER members represent about 61% of the 

rail network length, more than 84% of the rail freight business and about 

99% of rail passenger operations in EU, EFTA and EU accession countries. 

For more information, see www.cer.be or follow us via Twitter at 

@CER_railways 

 

UNIFE 

John HARCUS 

Head of Communications 

phone +32 2 643 70 80 

mobile +32 485 21 34 82 

e-mail John.HARCUS@unife.org 

UNIFE represents the European Rail Industry in Brussels since 1992. The 

Association gathers more than 79 of Europe’s leading large and medium 

sized rail supply companies active in the design, manufacture, 

maintenance and refurbishment of rail transport systems, subsystems and 

related equipment. A further one thousand suppliers of railway 

equipment partake in UNIFE activities through 17 national rail industry 

associations. UNIFE members have an 80% market share in Europe and 

supply more than 50% of the worldwide production of rail equipment and 

services. For more information, see www.unife.org or follow us via 

Twitter at @UNIFE. 
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