- POLICIES & STRATEGIES

Shift2Rail, ready to start its research

and innovation operations

[ by Elena llie ]

The Council of the European Union officially approved, on June 16th, the SHIFT2RAIL Technological
Initiative. The respective final and official approval of Shift2Rail will mark the end of the political procedure
and will allow the establishment of the Technological Initiative during this summer, while the activity will

begin as of January 2015.

he budget proposed for SHIFT2-
RAIL in the financing period 2014
— 2020 is EUR 920 Million, EUR
450 Million of which will be allocated by
the European Union and EUR 470 Mil-
lion will come from the railway industry
partners involved in the development of
the research and technological innovation
initiative. For research and innovation, out
of the EUR 450 Million allocated by the
EU, EUR 180 Million will be available for
SHIFT2RAIL founding members, EUR
180 Million will be allocated to associated
members, and the rest of EUR 180 Million
will be attributed to other partners. This
objective aims at attracting SMEs and Re-
search Institutes into the project.
Shift2Rail, a technological project
launched by the European Rail Industry
Association (UNIFE), will play an impor-
tant role in coordinating and informing
stakeholders about the railway research
and innovation throughout Europe. The
technological project will manage all rail-
way research and innovation actions co-
financed by the EU. Shift2Rail will actively
promote the involvement of all relevant
stakeholders, including, for example, man-
ufacturers of railway equipment, passenger
associations and beneficiaries of freight
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transport, as well as the relevant scientific
community.

“The adoption of SHIFT2RAIL Techno-
logical Initiative marked the culminating
point of preparation conducted over sev-
eral years by an impressive number of com-
panies in the railway industry and other
stakeholders. The final decision on Shift2-
Rail is an essential success for the future
of the specialised industry, as well as the
entire railway sector in Europe. The railway
industry is prepared to actively participate
in research and development projects to
be launched by a public-private Shift2Rail
partnership”, mentioned Philippe Citroén,
Director General of UNIFE.

“The decisions and investments estab-
lished at European level have a signifi-
cant impact on the industry in Europe.
SHIFT2RAIL Technological Initiative,
which is about to start its operations, will
have a major impact in the transport sec-
tor, with the significant investments and
the efforts made by the European Union
for the development of ERTMS signalling
system’, said Lutz Bertling, the new presi-
dent of UNIFE.

“SHIFT2RAIL is among the priorities
of the Greek Presidency of the EU in the
transport sector. It will develop the railway
transport and will support the develop-
ment of the railway market. The European
railway industry must remain a leader at
the level of the global market and SHIFT2-
RAIL is the tool necessary for reaching this
goal’, declared Michalis Papadopoulos,
Greek Deputy Minister for Transport.

The Studies conducted in past years have
shown that, in Europe, the Research and
Innovation in the railway sector is per-
formed in quite fragmented manner and in
order to create a Single European Railway
area, coordination is needed not only at the
level of the infrastructure management or
at the level of freight and passenger trans-
port operations, but also in the railway
industry sector, providing equipment and
rolling stock.

SHIFT2RAIL Technological Initiative
refers to the entire European railway sec-
tor, especially to the large-scale innovation
and competitiveness and to the consolida-
tion of the European industry in order to
be able to compete internationally, espe-

cially given the strong competition coming
from the transport market in Asia.

The European Rail Industry Association
(UNIFE) launched SHIFT2RAIL Joint
Technological Initiative within Horizon
2020 programme, the first of this kind in
the railway industry, in the sense of in-
creasing the research and innovation for a
greater competitiveness of the European
railway sector.

SHIFT2RAIL will develop and imple-
ment a new method of approaching the
challenges for the innovation in the rail-
way industry. Therefore, the initiative has
established two major objectives, firstly to
increase the capacity so as to allow railway
infrastructure to absorb a greater share of
traffic and, secondly, the attraction of the
business sector to the railway and the im-
provement of the efficiency of the railway
transport as a whole.

The initiative thus launched will help in-
tensify the overall railway system, will meet
the user’s transport service needs and at the
same time, it contributes to the promotion
of the competitiveness of the European in-
dustry by implementing the technological
innovation. W

Shift2Rail roroBuTca K
3anycKy MccnefoBaTenbCKnX
1 NHHOBALVIOHHbIX
onepauun

Coser Epporerickoro Corosa 16-ro moHsI
odurHasbHO 0A06pHA TeXHOAOTIYECKYIO
papnpatisy SHIFT2RAIL. OxonvaresbHoe U
¢popmaassoe nprrsirie Shift2Rail o6osHawmT
3aBepIIeH e IPOTeAYPhI Ha TOAUTHIECKOM
YpPOBHE U GyAeT CrIoco6cTBOBaTh
crabmansary TeXHOAOTHYeCKOM HHHIITHATHBEL
Ha MPOTSDKEHHH OTOTO AeTa, a ¢ stBaps 2015
rOAQ HHHIJUATHBA GYAET CAAHA B OKCIIAYATALIHIO.

TTpepaaraemsrit 6ropxer aast SHIFT2RAIL
Ha rieprop, gpuHancupopanmst 2014-2020
IT. cocTaBasieT 920 MHAAMOHOB €BPO, U3
KkOTOphIX 450 MUAAMIOHOB 6yAyT BBIAGAEHBI
Espomefickim cor03om, a 470 MHAAMOHOB
eBpO OyAeT MOCTYIIATh OT MAPTHEPOB
KEAE3HOAOPOKHOM OTPACAM, TPHHIMAFOIIHX
yH¥acTHe B POBEACHHUH HCCACAOBATEABCKOM
MHMIMATUBBI U B TEXHOAOTHIECKHX
MHHOBaLsIX. M




