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The European rail industry has constantly moved
forward. Now manufacturers and suppliers are
continuing to strive to satisfy the evolving needs
and expectations of their customers and of society.

There are several trends that have driven the
growth and development of the European rail
supply industry over the past 25 years. Megatrends
such as urbanisation, population growth and
decarbonisation of transport have enhanced the
development of rail transportation, resulting in
rail becoming the backbone of the mobility of the
future as highlighted in the ERRAC 2050 Vision.

As we look to the future, digitalisation will continue
to be a key enabler for the transformation of rail
transport to become an even more efficient, reliable,
sustainable and connected mode of transport.

To accomplish this transformation, research and
innovation (R&l) will have a fundamental role

and the work carried out by the Shift2Rail Joint
Undertaking is supporting the rail sector to develop
various value-added products and services. Shift 2Rail
has already significantly improved the cooperation
between rail stakeholders in the field of R&l.

Building on the success and momentum of
Shift2Rail, a refocusing of collaborative rail-related
research activities is required for the post-2020
European research framework programme, Horizon

Europe. In this respect, the increasing need for
shared mobility, customer-focused, digital and
intermodal transport tools shall be a quiding
principle for an extension of Shift2Rail within
Horizon Europe. UNIFE and its members have
identified nine 'key enablers' ranging from, among
others, automated rail transport and Mobility-as-a-
Service (MaaS), to maintenance of the future and
optimised infrastructure, with the objective of
making rail transport the backbone of mobility.

In addition, UNIFE's new Vision Paper on
digitalisation outlines the views, priorities and
ambitions of the European rail supply industry on
digital technologies which are shaping the way
our sector is moving forward in the years to come.
UNIFE's vision focuses on five major areas: Big
Data, Cyber-Security, Artificial Intelligence, New
Mobility Services and Digitalisation of the Freight
Logistics Chain, which are contributing to the
greatest extent to the digital transformation of the

rail sector. B




